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EDUCATIONAL
MISSION
Looking 
back on 
proud 
history
ANDREA PAWLYNA
With a history dating back 
to its founding in Guang­
zhou in 1888, Lingnan 
University has evolved to 
meet the needs of the new 
millennium.
Having gained univer­
sity status in July, the in­
stitution seeks to ''provide 
students with an educa­
tion in the liberal arts tra­
d itio n  from  East and 
West” ， according to its 
mission statement.
Its “teacher-intensive” 
structure borrowed heavi­
ly from that of liberal arts 
institutions in the United 
States, said Professor Ed­
ward Chen Kwan-yiu, 
president of Lingnan. The 
university also empha­
sises in terd iscip linary  
programmes which have 
an international orienta­
tion.
Christian College, the 
forerunner of Lingnan, 
was originally established 
by the American Presby­
terian Board of Foreign 
Missions.
In 1893, it was incor­
porated with the Universi­
ty of the State of New 
York and received a char­
ter to grant degrees. A de­
cade later, the school was 
renamed Lingnan College.
It becam e L ingnan 
University in 1927, and 
for the next 20 years made 
efforts to develop interna­
tional academic contacts. 
More than two dozen in­
stitutions in North Ameri­
ca offered students ex- 
change programmes with 
Lingnan, and many prom­
inent overseas scholars 
also came to the school to 
lecture.
Three years after the 
1949 communist takeover 
of China, the university 
was shut down.
It re-emerged in Hong 
Kong as Lingnan College 
in 1967. Despite funding 
difficulties, Lingnan^ sta­
tus as a tertiary institution 
was recognised by more 
than 70 universities in 
North America by 1974.
Two years later, the US 
Office of A m erican 
Schools and Hospitals 
gave Lingnan a grant to 
build an auditorium and 
buy teaching materials 
and equipment.
However, obtaining re­
cognition from the Hong 
Kong Government lagged 
because of the territory^ 
strong identification with 
a British-style educational 
system.
Lingnan gained post­
secondary status in 1978 
and with that came some 
financial assistance from 
the Government.
Lingnan became a de­
gree-conferring tertiary 
institution in 1992, fully 
funded by the University 
Grants (Committee. The 
school moyed quickly to 
develop both its under­
graduate and graduate 
programmes of study.
Lingnan moved to its 
new campus in Tuen Mun 
in 1995, a 10,578-square- 
m etre site featu ring  
award-winning architec­
ture and advanced equip­
ment.
The campus incorpo­
rates hostel accommoda­
tion for 1,500 students out 
of its 2,132 student enrol­
ment, giving it the distinc­
tion of having the highest 
percentage of students liv­
ing on campus in Hong 
Kong.
'This unique residen­
tial feature enables the in­
stitution to reinforce its 
ethos of ‘Education for 
Service’, and to prepare it鲛 
graduates to place their 
talents at the service of 
Hong Kong, m ainland 
C hina and the w ider 
world,” the school’s hand­
book states.
The attainment of self­
accreditation status last 
year gave Lingnan the 
ability to develop and ac­
credit its own courses.
“ Self-accreditation is 
very important. It means 
we have more flexibility in 
the courses we offer,” 
Nyaw Mee-kau, vice-pres­
ident of Lingnan, said.
The university has also 
implemented a new cred­
it-based system this year, 
which allows students a 
greater amount of choice 
in the courses they elect to 
take.
Liberal arts institu tion  aspires to become a leader in the region and the w orld
University strengthens its identity
ANDREA PAWLYNA
Lingnan U niversity takes 
pride in its status as Hong 
Kong’s only higher education 
liberal arts institution.
“Liberal arts is difficult to 
define. But essentially it 
means training of the mind in 
contrast to training of the 
hands,” explained Professor 
Edward Chen Kwan-yiu, 
Lingnan’s president.
“ It emphasises rational 
thinking and problem solving 
rather than practical skills 
and techniques.”
The college is celebrating 
its 29th congregation today, 
its first since being granted 
university status in July.
Lingnan is the fourth ter­
tiary institu tion  in Hong 
Kong in recent years to be so 
designated. The status up­
grade represents a long-fought 
struggle for recognition of its 
ed u catio n al m ission. In 
North America, liberal arts 
colleges are traditionally held 
in high regard.
t4But in Hong Kong, col­
lege m eans secondary 
school,said Professor Chen, 
adding that the term created a 
misconception that needed to 
be overcome.
He listed three key criteria 
that serve to identify a liberal 
arts education. <4First, stu­
dents must have a wide choice 
of subjects. They shouldn’t 
specialise too much.
‘‘Second, any liberal arts 
institution must have a good, 
well-defined campus -  Ling­
nan is located in Tuen Mun 
with residential facilities.
4<We are the only institu­
tion  in Hong Kong w ith 
75 per cent of students living 
on campus. Others have less 
than half,55 he said.
Professor Chen said dor­
mitory living allowed stu­
dents to develop indepen- 
dently , away from  th e ir 
families.
‘‘After three years of hostel 
life, that student is a different 
person. They have had to 
learn to make instant deci-
Lingnan University will 
hold its 29th Congrega­
tion at Chan Tak Tai Au­
ditorium today.
The congregation  
will be in three ses­
sions. The first and sec­
ond sessions will be 
presided by Pang Yuk- 
wing, deputy chairman 
of the Council of the 
University at 10am and 
at noon respectively. 
The third session offici­
ated by the new chair­
man of the Council, 
Leung Chun-ying, will 
be from 3pm to 4.30pm.
Lingnan will confer 
its master’s and bache­
lor’s degrees today.
Honorary degrees 
will be conferred on 
Professor Inga-Stina 
Ewbank, Professor Mi­
chael Alexander Kirk­
wood Halliday and Lam 
Shan-muk.
sions and judgments, and 
they’ve learned to became 
more independent.”
The third aspect of a liber­
al arts education is communi­
ty involvement.
“We have a good identity 
with the local communities of 
Tuefi Mun and Yuen Long. 
We work with a lot of volun­
tary organisations, hospitals, 
police, youth centres and so­
cial workers,^ he said.
Although almost all of its 
2,132 students are local, the 
university is stepping up ef­
forts to diversify its student 
body. This includes encourag-
Changing profile s c m p  picture
Lingnan is the fourth institution in Hong Kong in recent years to be designated a university. The 
status upgrade represents a long-fought struggle for recognition of its educational mission.
ing the admission of students 
from mainland China, seven 
of whom are currently en­
rolled.
“To make it possible for 
our students to have a global 
outlook, it is important for 
them to be able to interact 
with students from different 
backgrounds,” Professor 
Chen said.
He said the university’s 
enrolment was “reaching the 
upper limit” of what was ac­
ceptable for a small teaching- 
oriented institution.
“We have to be small in or­
der to ensure quality.”
Lingnan offers academic
programmes in arts, social 
sciences, hum anities and 
business.
The university also plans 
to introduce two new majors 
in history and philosophy in 
the next few years.
Communication between 
students and teachers is high­
ly valued at Lingnan, with ev­
ery student assigned an aca- 
demic adviser.
<4We have a very labour in­
tensive system ,P ro fesso r 
Chen said.
The student/teacher ratio 
is 16 to one. “I would like to 
get it to 12 to one, but would 
be happy at even 14 to one.’’
Professor Chen said the 
university placed emphasis 
on in terd iscip linary  p ro­
grammes rather than specific 
disciplines.
t4We try to pull disciplines 
together. We don^ give a de­
gree in economics, we give a 
degree in Asian and Pacific 
studies,” he said.
Prof Chen’s hopes for the 
future are to transform Ling­
nan into a world-class liberal 
arts university.
“In five years, I hope we 
can become very well known 
in the region. In 10 years time, 
I hope we are very well known 
in the world,” Prof Chen said.
Professor Edward Chen
Mission 
to excel
First founded in Guang­
zhou in 1888 and re-estab­
lished in Hong Kong in 
1967, Lingnan College 
has long upheld its fine 
tradition of providing the 
best education to nurture 
our young people, culti­
vating th e ir m inds to 
think and judge indepen­
dently, and to act and lead 
responsibly for the well­
being of our society.
With its unfaltering 
commitment to become a 
liberal arts institu tion 
with Hong Kong charac­
teristics, the institution 
has striven to excel in 
teaching, learning and re­
search.
The university title is a 
befitting recognition of 
Lingnan College^ out­
standing achievements 
over the years.
I congratulate warmly 
all those who have con­
tributed towards the ac­
com plishm ents of the 
in s titu tio n , and wish 
Lingnan University con­
tinuing success in fulfill­
ing its mission in the years 
to come.
TUNG CHEE-HWA, 
Chief Executive
Ambitious initiatives 
planned for the future
ANDREA PAWLYNA
New degree programmes, expanded 
postgraduate education and the creation 
of a division of continuing education are 
among Lingnan University’s ambitious 
academic initiatives for the future.
“As a liberal arts institution, it is very 
im portant to have a wide range of 
courses,N yaw  Mee-kau, vice-presi­
dent, said.
In its academic development propos­
al to the University Grants Committee 
for the next triennium, the university 
has requested approval to offer majors 
in history and philosophy.
The history major would give stu­
dents a choice of world or Chinese his­
tory.
‘‘We are proposing to offer a minor in 
history starting from the next academic 
year and then a major programme 
later，” Professor Nyaw said.
If approved, the new major could be 
in place as early as 2001 or as late as 
2004. v
This year, Lingnan introduced de­
gree programmes in cultural studies and 
contemporary English studies. The uni­
versity also aims to add to its postgradu­
ate offerings.
Lingnan currently has 15 full-time 
masters degree students (out of a total 
student population of 2,132) enrolled in 
business, Chinese, translation and social 
sciences programmes.
“We hope to increase that number to 
60 over the next triennium,” Professor 
Nyaw said.
Two new part-time master’s degree 
programmes have also been proposed. 
The first, in social gerontolgy, will focus 
on the social aspects of ageing. The sec­
ond is in English studies.
“There are close to 900,000 people in 
Tuen Mun and Yuen Long. We expect to 
draw our students from these areas. Peo­
ple have shown an interest in taking 
courses on a part-time basis,” he said.
Lingnan is also asking the University 
Grants Committee for funding to set up 
a continuing education division that 
would cater to the needs of both commu­
nities.
LING NAN UNIVERSITY
Certification of Retitlement to University
According to the Lingnan University Ordinance which came into 
operation on 30 July 1999， Lingnan College has been retitled 
Lingnan University. All graduates of Lingnan College are 
welcome to apply for a certificate confirming the change of title.
Application Method
Application forms are obtainable from the Registry (G/F, Wong 
Administration Building， Lingnan University， Tuen Mun， Hong 
Kong), via the Internet, fax or email. Duly completed application 
form, together with a payment receipt of HK$50 for each copy, 
should be submitted to the Registry for verification, and the 
certificate will be issued on the same day.
Registry Office Hours
Monday to Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.，1:30 p.m. ■ 5:15 p.m. 
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Sunday and Public Holidays: Closed
Inquiries
Tel: 2616 8750
Fax: 2572 5178
E-mail: registry@ln.edu.hk
Website: www.ln.edu.hk/reg
C O N G R A TU LA TIO N S
on the designation of Lingnan University 
from your facilities management service provider
South China Morning Post Tuesday November 2 1999
Sincere Congratulations to 
Lingnan University 
on this Milestone Occasion
LINGNAN UNIVERSITY
IPLOMA IN MANAGEMENT STUDIES
# a widely recognized diploma which promotes your career advancement and 
improves your competitiveness 
in the past 25 years, over 10,000 graduates
your pathway to Master and/or 巳achelor Degree programmes of overseas 
universities
membership or exemptions are granted by various professional institutes 
equip you with the essential skills and knowledge in coping effectively with 
a dynamic and everchanging business environment 
an exceptional opportunity for establishing a strong network of contacts 
completed in 11/2 years
continuously reviewed by the Course Committee and Advisory Committee to 
meet the needs of the business community
#  flexible in the choice of number of modules, term, time schedule and venue
Date
Time
Venue
22/11/99 & 24/11/99 
7:00 - 8:00 pm
14/F Fairmont House, 8 Cotton Tree Drive, Central, Hong Kong
®  2774 8500 _  2765 0991
I^ IT op  Floor Unit M, Phase III Kaiser Estate, 11 Hok Yuen Street, Hunghom, Kowloon 
Website: http://www.hkma.org.hk 
Fax-on-demand: 2122 9101 (prog.code 201)
□  Request for Brochure and Application Form (DMS-42820-20001)
□  Reserve a seat for DMS Information Session □  22/11 □  24/11
Mr/Ms: _______________  ' _______  :
Position:
NSCE
HKID Card No.: 
Co.Tel:
Company: _______
Company Address:
Fax No.(office):
E-mail:
Congratulations to
Designation Celebration
of
Lingnan University
Bank of East Asia
Head Office: 10 Des Voeux Road, Central, Hong Kong 
Telephone: (852) 2842 3200 Facsimile: (852) 2845 9333 Web site: http://www.hkbea.com
LINGNAN UNIVERSITY
ACHIEVEMENTS A TESTIMONY TO UNCEASING SEARCH FOR EXCELLENCE
Founded in 1888 and re­
established in 1967 as a 
private post-secondary 
college with 100 stu ­
dents, Lingxiait is now a 
degree-conferring, self- 
accrediting university 
with a student popula­
tion of over 2,000.
Today, Lingnan has 
attained university title 
and successfully estab­
lished its distinct role in 
the tertiary education 
sector as a liberal arts 
university.
Tlie remarkable ac­
complishment of Ling­
nan University is a vivid 
testim ony of how in­
cessant search for ex­
cellence bears fm it in
MESSAGES
education. The exem­
plary leadership of the 
successive governing 
bodies, the dedication 
and perseverance of its 
staff and students, and 
above all, the sterling 
support of its alumni 
have contributed to the 
success of Lingnan Uni­
versity.
Thriving on its 111 
years of fine tradition, 
Lingnan University has 
d ed ica ted  i ts e l f  to 
achieving its motto -  
‘‘E ducation  for S e r­
vice”，
Its  commitment to 
66whole-person educa­
tion^ helps nurture owr 
young talents to meet 
the  challenges o f an
Increasingly globalised 
and competitive socie­
ty-
I am confident that 
Lingnan University will 
keep up the good work 
as it moves into a new 
century and a oew mil­
lennium.
I co n g ra tu la te  a ll 
those who have contrib­
uted towards the ini， 
pressive achievements 
of Lingimu University， 
and I wish thenoiversity 
continued success in the 
%ears to come.
JOSEPH W. P. WONG, 
Secretary for 
Education and Manpoivcr
NEW STATUS APPROPRIATE RECOGNITION OF COLLEGERS DISTINCT ROLE
On the occasion of the 
achievement of universi­
ty status and title  by 
Lingnan University^ I 
wish to extend^ on be­
half of the University 
Grants Committee, my 
w arm est co n g ra tu la­
tions to the  council, 
president, staff and stu­
dents of the iiniversity.
The development of 
the former Lingnan Col­
lege from a small private 
post-secondary college 
ofieratiog with a few
classrooms to a tertiary- 
level liberal arts institu­
tion with a specially-de- 
signed campus is a tri­
bute to the dedication of 
Liugnan’s Council， staff 
and students over sever- 
al generatioiis.
Lingnan University 
aims to be an interna- 
tionally-recognised lib­
eral arts university with 
Hong Kong characteris­
tics.
The college^ achieve­
ment of the status and
title of university will, I 
am sure, con tribu te 
greatly to its further pro­
gress towards this goal.
It is also appropriate 
recognition o f L ing- 
nan^s importaot and dis­
tinct role and mission in 
Hong Kong’s h igher 
education sector.
Dr ALICE LAM, 
Chasrmait, 
University Grants 
Committee
Scholars, publisher 
awarded degrees
Two scholars and a news­
paper publisher will be 
conferred with honorary 
doctorates at Lingnan 
University’s 29th congre­
gation today.
The three honorees 
are Lam Shan-m uk, 
founder o f the Hong  
Kong Economic Journal 
and Hong Kong Econom­
ic Journal Monthly; Inga- 
Stina Ewbank, professor 
of English at the Univer­
sity of Leeds in Britain; 
and M. A. K. Halliday, a 
world-renowned linguist.
Mr Lam will receive 
an honorary doctor of so­
cial sciences degree.
He wrote daily edito­
rials for the Journal from 
1973-1997 under the pen 
name of Lam Hang-chi.
“We honoured him on 
the basis that he gave 
very independent opin­
ions to Hong Kong.
“In some ways he has 
shaped opinion in Hong 
Kong for over a quarter of 
a century,Professor Ed­
ward Chen Kwan-yiu, 
p residen t of Lingnan 
University, said.
Having studied eco­
nomics in Britain during 
the 1960s, Mr Lam start­
ed the Hong Kong Eco­
nomic Journal as a busi- 
ness and financial news­
paper.
The uncompromising, 
if not always pleasant, 
views expressed in his 
ed ito ria ls  were well- 
known to his readers.
According to the uni­
versity citation for his 
award, he took exception 
to certain Government 
welfare measures, such as 
increasing relief funds,
Prof Inga-Stina Ewbank
expanding low -rental 
housing schemes and 
augmenting social ser­
vices, on the basis that 
welfare breeds depen­
dence.
He also did not favour 
ra ising  taxes on the 
wealthy.
A lthough he wrote 
about diverse social, eco­
nomic and political top­
ics, his point of view "has 
been steadfastly firm, ie, 
looking at world affairs 
from Hong Kong’s per­
spective”， the citation 
read.
In awarding Professor 
Ewbank a doctor of laws 
degree, the university 
took note of both her aca­
demic achievements and 
her efforts on behalf of 
Lingnan University.
Professor Ewbank is a 
Shakespearean scholar 
whose research interests 
range from English to 
Norwegian drama.
She has a large num­
ber of scholarly books, 
papers and book chapters 
to her credit.
Prof M. A. K. Halliday
Over the course of her 
life, Professor Ewbank 
has taught at many pres­
tigious institutions, but it 
was in her capacity as a 
member of the Universi­
ty Grants Committee, 
which oversees funding 
for Hong Kong’s eight 
higher education institu­
tions, that her contribu­
tion to Lingnan is being 
acknowledged.
P rofessor Ewbank, 
who earned her PhD at 
the University of Leeds, 
served on the committee 
from 1982-1997 and on 
its Lingnan College Sub- 
Committee from 1989- 
1994.
Professor Halliday’s 
association with Lingnan 
dates back to the 1940s 
when, as a student of Chi­
nese and Chinese linguis­
tics, he studied first at 
Beijing University and 
then at Lingnan, when it 
was still located  in 
Guangzhou.
He is being honoured 
with a doctor of literature 
degree for his ‘‘far-reach-
Lam Shan-muk
ing and profound contri­
bution to linguistics’，， the 
citation said.
Professor Halliday^ 
PhD thesis at Cambridge 
University dealt with a 
particular Chinese text, 
"The Secret History of 
the Mongols” .
“ His focus on the 
grammatical system of 
the Chinese text as a net­
work of systemic proba­
bilities foreshadows his 
later work in systemic- 
function grammar and 
his description of gram­
mar as the central pro­
cessing unit of a lan­
guage,the citation said.
Retired from his post 
as professor of linguistics 
at Sydney University in 
A u stra lia , P ro fesso r 
Halliday remains in de­
mand around the world.
H is research  work 
continues and this year 
he co-authored a new 
book entitled "Constru­
ing Experience through 
Meaning: A Language- 
based Approach to Cog- 
nition”.
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